
TEENS STUDY 
       

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

F E BRUARY  2 0 1 9

PROFESSOR BETH KURTZ-

COSTES

  PROFESSOR STEPHANIE 

ROWLEY

  DR. ELIZABETH ADAMS

  DR. KAMILAH LEGETTE

   HEIDI VULETICH, M.A.

   MARKETA BURNETT, B.A.

  JANAE SHAHEED, B.A.

 

Our Project and Participants

Goals of the TEENS Study include investigating 

what factors influence academic motivation, 

high school completion, and college 

matriculation among high school students. 
  
Tenth grade students were recruited from 

homeroom classrooms at a Southeastern high 

school in the Spring and Fall of 2018. A total of 

59 tenth graders completed surveys in the spring 

and an additional 60 in the fall. In Spring 2019, 

we are returning to the high school to ask our 

first group of students, who are now in Grade 

11, to complete surveys. Their teachers and 

parents are also asked to complete brief 

measures.

Students' Reports of Relationships with 

Teachers

Students were asked to report their perceptions 

of student-teacher relationships for their 

English, Science and Math classes (see Figure 

1). Using 1 to 7 rating scales (1 = Strongly 

disagree; 7 = Strongly Agree), students rated 

their agreement with several statements. 

Overall, students agreed with the statements “I 

can count on my teacher for help when I need 

it” and “My teacher respects my opinion” for 

English, Math and Science.

Figure 1. Perceptions of Student-Teacher Relationships 

for English, Science and Math Classes

In this newsletter you will see some of our 

research findings regarding teenagers’ attitudes 

toward school and expectations for their 

futures.
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Student Academic Persistence

Students’ classroom engagement was 

measured by asking about their persistence in 

the face of challenges. 
When asked about their motivation in 

English, Math and Science, they mostly 

agreed with the statement “I work hard when 

we start something new in class” (see Figure 

2).

On average, students also mostly agreed 

with the statement, “If I can’t get a 

problem right the first time I just keep 

trying.”  (See Figure 3 below.)

School Safety

We measured students’ beliefs about the safety 

of the school environment. On a scale of 1 

(Strongly Disagree) to 7 (Strongly Agree), 

more than one-third of students (40.7%) 

agreed that their school is a safe environment 

(see Figure 4). About one-fourth held neutral 

beliefs.

Figure 4. Student Perceptions of Safety at School.

Educational Expectations

Students held high educational expectations, 

reporting on average that they expect to 

complete a four-year college degree (see 

Figure 4). One-third of students reported 

wanting to complete a doctoral degree.

Figure 4. Educational Attainment Expectations of Youth 

in Grade 10.

Conclusion

This year (2018-2019) we are asking 10th and 

11th grade students, parents and teachers to 

complete surveys in the project. If you have 

questions, please contact us at 919-843-4303 or 

teens@unc.edu.


